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From Saturday, Juné 26. to Cueloap, June 29. 1714. 





a. 





The Spanith Trade from Jamaica prov’d to be injurious azd difhononrdble. 


The Jamaica Trade briefly ftated. 


The clandeftine Trade tbith the Spaniards # the principal part of our Trade at Jamaica, and the great 
_ Occafion of the Encreafe of their Shipping and Pecple there. 

They know it 1s a clandeftine Trade, and that the Spaniards oughr to hang them if they Catch them. 

They themfelves bave always call'd the Spaniards Fools for fuffering it. 

Our Oppofers will fay any thing, if they think it will bur make fome Clamour; 

The Jamaica Merchants ask leave torob the Spaniards, becaufe they may not Trade mith them. 

Tisey may depend upon it, that it will never be granted here while Fuftice ss preferv’d in the ‘Enplifh 


Government. 


The Mercator offers to prove, that it is not only unjuft to offer this Trade with the Spaniards 5 but that. 
it 18 beft it fhould be fo, even for the Advantage of England. ar 


a 





HE Mertator has for fome time been 
employ’d in undeceiving the People, 
who are impofed upon in the Cafe 
of the Spanidrd’s taking out Ships 
in the Weft-Indies, Jooking upon it as an Ia- 
juftice, and a piecé of Infulc upon our Nation 5 


whereas on the contrary our People of Jamaica ° 


offering to Tradé with the Spanifh Colonies, 
is an injurious unlawful Trade, contraty to the 
exprefs Stipulations of a Tfeaty of Commerce 
in force between the two Nations, and confe- 
quently very difhonoutable to the Govern- 
ment, and what tends bringing the Britifh 
Nation juftly into Contempt among all thie 
Nations of the World. 

This leads us batk a little to the prefent 
State of the Jamaica Tfade, which it is very 
neceflary our People to whom thefe Things afe 
fo partially related fhould be made acquainted 
with. 

It may be well be faid by the Writers of the 
Letter from Jamaica, that if their libetty of 
trading Clandeftinely is taken from them, their 
Trade will be reduced tba vety low Ebb, for 
indeed fifteen Parts of twenty, nay fomeé fay 
nineteen Parts of twenty, of all the Trade of 

amaica, is their clandeftine Trade with Spain, 
and fuch other Trades as depend thereon. 

Firft it is certain, that this fecret Trade to 
Spain is the real and only Occafion of the great 
Concourfe of People, that is, of Europeans, 
tothe Ifland of Jamaica: This by confequence, 
is the Occafion of fuch an unufual Trade thi- 
ther for Provifions, as well from England as 
Ireland, and all the Britifh Colonics on the 
Continent of America. 

Were the Commerce of Jamaica only fuch 
as would depend upen the Plantation of the 


1? q . ee ; . 
ie a ae % i ue: ym ' 


-._  } 


Colony only, the Number of Inhabitants efpe- 
cially at the Sea-Ports of that Iffand would-be 
very few, compared to what now are to be 
found thete : It need not bé enlatged upon, 
that a great Part of the Commerce from Ire- 
land, Maderas, New, England, New York, 
Jerfey, Penfylvania, Virginia, and Carojina, 
to Jamaica, is for Provifions, befides the large 
Qnantity which is carried from London and 
Briftol, Were the Colony of jamaica to main- 
tain no People but its own Planters, anda 
Proportion of Tradefmen to them, as other 
Iflands do, the demand of Provifions, efpecially 
of Wine and Beer, Corn and Salted Fifh, would 
be trifling, compared to what it now is. 

But the fitting out fuch Numbers of Ships, 
Sloops, &c. upon the private Trade, &c. and 
the concourfe of Inhabitants, Merchants, Sea- 
men, &cs to that Hell upon Earth, that worft 
than Sodotn, the City or Port near the Pojnt at 
Jamaica, draws fach a Multitude of People thi- 
ther, and demands fuch prodigious Quantities 
of Provifions of all Sorts, but e pecially as a- 
hove, that this Trade alone to Jainaica equals. 
if not exceeds that of all our other Iflands put 
together even in their moft flourifhing Stare: 

From this paft, come we to the great Quan 
tity of Englifh Woollen Manufa@ures which are 
continually carried to Jamaica, more perhaps 
than are fent of that Kind to all the Colonies 
the Britifh Nation poffeffes ig America. Where 
do this People pretend they are confum’d? Are 
the People, the Inhabitants of Jamaica, able 
to confume 40r 500000]. a Year in Linen and 
Woollen Manufaétures, or would the meer 
Planters of Jamaica do fo if there were no 
more People there than would be as a Plan- 
tation ? 
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The Oueftion néeds not to be offered, the 
Jamaica Merchants know very well what Trade 
they fhip thofe Goods for,.and that they are 
not for the Confumption of Jamaica, but for 
the Spanif Weft-Indies ; that they are all 
for a Clandeftine pfivate Trade on the Coatt of 
Carthagena, St. Martha, the Bay of Honduras, 
&e. 

They know what they run the Rifque of, 
when they go to Trade in thofe Parts, &c. 
they know the Spaniards ought to prevent 
them, and take them if they can, and that they 
have been always -fo far’ from blamfig, the 
Spaniards for doing it, that, on the Other 
hand, they have call’d the Spaniards a thou- 
fand fupide, negligent Fools, for not taking 
them. jen 

Never was it known, till now, that the 
Jamaica People pretended to any right to 
Trade to New Spain, or. that their. Ships 
fhould not be taken, much lefs that they 
fhould pretend to Reprizals.. But it.is now aa 
Age when wecan, without Blufhing, fay. any 
thing we pleafe, call any thing an Isjury 
that we do not like, and plead for any thing 
we havea mind to fay ; in-fhort, we can: fay 
what wé pleafe, and juftifyany thing we fay. 

Was ever an impuceuce of this kind offered 
in Print before, viz. That Men fhould ask Re- 
izals of the Governament.for being taken a 
Thieving ; that they fhould ask leave to be 
Pirates, becaufe thcy may not be Contraband 
‘Tradérs, and {Hould demand to Rob the Spa- 
niards, becaufe they may not Trade with them. 

“But thefe are fome of our Trade Prefervers, 
thefe are the Oppofers of our Trade to France, 
and how well they underftand Trade, may be 
known by thefe Specimens; Were they real 
Traders, bred Merchants, and .underfio0d what 
they fpeak of, or did they think they talk’d 
to fach, they muft of Recey talk after 
another rate: The Briftol Merchants, if our 
printed News is true,have loft a Ship now takea 
by the Spaniards in the Gulph of the Hoadoras: 
We'do not ‘hear that Briftol taik of Reprifals 
cP OF fitting out Privateers to Croifcupon the 
Spaniards, ‘they know better, and thar if they 
fhould do fo,the Captains aid Seamen ought to 
be hang’d 4s'much as the Pyrates of Mudagaf- 
car, or as niuch as Captain Kid, and his Crew 
deferv’d it. ~'. ood 

But we fee what Foot our Party-men go up- 
on, they wijl'fay any thing they pleafe to make 
out aClamour, and to, keep their Party ina 
Ferment; the thing they, have now, pitch’d 
upon indeed was alittle more out of their way 
thin ordinary, and has been Unlucky to them, 
but they have Face enough to hold it our ; 


arid.we dovbt not but we fhall have fome De-. 


fertation of the Learaed Britifh Merchaats, aad 


— 


their Club, to prove that the People of }imai- 
ca ought to have a Free Trade to New Spain 5 
and that if they are interrupted by the Spa- 
niards, they ought te be allowed by Her Ma- 
jefty to afe Reprifele: thisindeed theyumay. as 
well maifitain as that they have done, wiz. OF 
the Freath wanting none of our Manufactures ; 
Out-Selling us in Forreign Ports; Working 
74. inthe Shilling Cheaperthan we do, and 
the like, of which we have heard fo much al- 
ready. 

tor Jamaica Merchantsaave indeed a diffi- 
culfy “wpodnithe rppe sche had not before 
snd ahich brckdon hardly ave thought they 
fhould have been Ignorant of, (viz.) That the 
Spaniards being better Inftru¢ted by the vi« 
gilent Freuchg; who, have beed fo long among 
them, will be no longer thofe tame negligent 
Fools, which our Jamaica People always called 
themi,and often fonnd them ; but will by force or 
ftratazem take.careto prevent the Clandeftine 


Trade of the Jamaica Merchants, and others, 


who, have fo much Rob’d them of the Benefit 
their Colonies, and will have Men of War al- 
ways Cruiing, Boats and Men always ready 
tolay holdot the Sloop Merchants, and pri- 
vate Traders, as they come upon their Coaft, 
till they have made them wearyof that underhand 
Method of Trade, and taught them by their 
Loffes to Trade fairly like their Neighbours. 
And the Jamaica Merchants may be affared, 


that as long as a Britifh Government is foun- 


ded upon jultice, and Adminiftred according 
to, Resfoa and,Law, they will never..obtaia, 
Repriiais upon the Spaniards for, taking them 
by all poflible Methods when contrary ta the 
Sacred Stipulations of Leagues and Solemn 
Treaties they Invade that Commerce, ‘which 
Her Majefty and all her. Predeceflors, have 
Confeated to Prohibit. eS - 

If Jamaica muft be atalow Ebb, ualefs they 
may have leave to turn Thieves and Pirates, 
the Mercator is forry for that; but thinks, it is 
much fitter that they fhould come to that.Ebb, 
than that our publick Faith fhould be. broken, 
and England grow as Infamons for Peace- break- 
ing, aswe fay the French,are. : 

But what is fill more Weighty than all, this, 
the Mercator offers.to prove that iz not only is 
according to Juftiag,- but according, to Realon, 
and for our. Advantage, that our Subjedts in the 
Weft Indies fhould not Trade direQly.,, with the 
Spaniards; and that the Trade to New Spain, 
as carried on by Old Spain is more for:our Ad-~- 
vantage, than that part of it.fhould be carried 
on by Old Spain, and the reft Clandeftinely by 
the Sloops, &c. from Jamaica and our other 


Colonies, which in-the Maia do but deftroy 
the Trade. 
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